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THE SECRET
(Synopsis)

Twenty years ago a neighbour Kalina loved a young girl named Rose Malina, and was
really courting her. He was refused, however, though Rose loved him; he was too poor for her.
In defiance he married another. But Rose was convinced that he had done that because he was
untrue to her. She believed that because an old friar Barnaby had told her that he had confided
a secret to Kalina through which the latter could win Rose. And as Kalina had failed to do so,
he was manifestly unfaithful to her. At present Kalina is a widower and has a grown-up son
while Rose is rather advanced in years and not yet married. And between the families of the
Kalinas and Malinas there is an old feud breaking out into open enmity at every opportunity
dividing the whole village into two hostile camps. Even today Kalina, who at all cost tries to
preserve the reputation of being wealthy, has built himself a new house which is just being
finished. Both hostile parties meet in front of the new house and here actually come to blows.
In the course of the fight an old exsoldier, named Boniface, who had also been paying his
attentions to Rose happens to find an old and mouldy scrap of paper that was concealed in the
window-frame of the old house of Kalina. This piece of paper which comes from the old
friar Barnaby is shown by Boniface to Kalina who learns from it that at a certain place in the
old castle of Bezdéz he might find a treasure. This communication is to remain a secret, but is
soon proclaimed by the sexton by means of a megaphone from the church-tower, while Vitek,
the son of Kalina and BlaZenka, the daughter of Malina, are whispering to each other the
sweet sectets of their young love and arrange to meet at the procession to the castle of Bezdéz
the next day. Hete the whole party meet and the secret love of the young couple by accident
becomes known to the considerable indignation of all concerned. Kalina, who is about to dig
for the treasure indicated by Barnaby, meets Rose who tries to prevent him from setting out on
this dangerous enterprise, but Kalina, unwilling to court her while poor, tesolutely steps into
the underground passage. The rest of the party assemble in Kalina's house, engaged in hop-
picking. Vitek, who could win BlaZenka only if his own father asked for her in his own place,
says farewell to all, preparing to leave his home. At that moment loud knocks coming from
a little old door leading into the room are heard. Shortly after Kalina appears in the open
doorway without knowing how he had got into the room through the secret passage, and
found here his treasure - Rose Malina. Thus the secret of friar Barnaby is solved and it
follows now as a matter of course that Kalina asks Malina to let
BlaZenka marry his son Vitek. Thus all ends in
complete harmony.
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Jednani I.

Meéstys pod Bezdézem . Namesti.V levo vpredu nove vystaveny dam, na ném u krovu kytka; pak radnice.
V pravo Vpredu Malinfiv diim, pred nim zahradka, vni laviéka; pak hospoda se §titem; oteviena stodola .
Vpozadl véz kostelnl s pavlackou a staroZitna brana;za nimi vidéti v dalce oba Bezdezy Uprostfed n4amé.
sti kasna.Pred novym domem zednické truhlikya t.d., pfed hospodou prazdné sudy.

- r
Vystup I.
(V stodole mlati mlatci (muzsti i Zenské.) — Pozdeji panna Roza a Bonifac. Pak Kalina )

Shor mlatetiv.
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